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Kalabhavan had a humble
beginning in a small room at
Broadway, with two fiddles,
a harmonium and three kids
aspiring to be singers. That
was in 1968 when Fr. Abel,
1 Kalabhavan's founder father
busied himself in decoding
the sacred books from
He found it difficult to set music for his
== without professional help and as a result of
e Christian Arts Club came into being.

Fr. Abel's songs and translations soon
=d to fame and the small room at Broadway
to transform itself into a musical world.
=<zl instruments crowded the room, young
' ‘overs flocked around, hundreds of well-
=rs waited to lend a hand. Soon came the
& September 3, 1969 and Kalabhavan treaded
o the world of art, shaping itself into an
zanisation. Those were the years of initial
zzle, and Kalabhavan held out against it all.

Soon, it was time to own a new building.
= foundation stone for the new building was
' by Parecattil Thirumeniina 10 cent plot near
akulam Town Hall on |5th August, 1974.
thin a short span of time, a four storeyed
2ding took shape. In fact, Bishop Parecattil had
2rovided the much needed confidence and
sourage to Fr. Abel's efforts.

Kalabhavan is a repository of arts and skills.
“ayone with an ear for music could be nurtured
sere. Training is being imparted in all branches of
music. Apart from it, music, painting, dance and
2cting classes are also being conducted.
Szlabhavan was instrumental in eliciting fame for
the fine arts. Pop-music and mimicry are two

ABHAVAN: ALWAYS IN THE LIMELIGHT

A.M. Thomas, Former Union Minister

other art forms where Kalabhavan excels. The fact
that the Malayalam film world is crammed with
heroes who had once been in league with this
outfit, is ample evidence of Kalabhavan's merits.

In 1972, Kalabhavan set about the task of
entertaining drama lovers too. "Vincent De Paul"
was its first dramatic attempt, which boasted of
high moral standards. 'Anthichuvappu', directed
by PJ. Antony, was staged next.

Though music has always been its first
prerogative, in | 973 Kalabhavan started a theatre
school, on the lookout for fresh acting talents. A
‘Nadakakalari' was also conducted which lasted
for a year. 5

Kalabhavan's musicals are also something to
talk about. The first musicale hit Kochi in 1971.
Yesudas was in the lead, B. Vasantha, Janaki and
Jayachandran accompanied—that indeed was a
musical feast. More than 50 artists, over 60
instruments. Never before had Kochi witnessed
something like that.

A flair for art, a desire to serve art lovers
and the will to succeed—Fr. Abel is all this rolled
into one. This founder father of Kalabhavan is a
person of many talents, armed with a doctorate
in Journalism and Politics (Rome International
University). He was a lecturer at Devagiri College,
Kozhikode. Formerly he had founded Kuttikalude
Deepika',

Thirty years have passed since then. Today
Kalabhavan is at a covetable stage, commanding
glory and fame and always in the limelight—thanks
to Fr. Abel's leadership. Fr. Abel adored art,
inspired artists and served art lovers. Kalabhavan
has always been true to his spirits.______ @
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THE MESSAGE OF
KALABHAVAN
AS I KNOW IT

The Kalabhavan is born- Justice V.R. Krishna lyer inaugurating
the Kalabhavan thirty years ago by lighting a traditional oil
amp.

Justice V.R. Krishna Iyer

Kalabhavan is a glorious institution which has
contributed a great deal in many aesthetic
dimensions since the late 60's and continues to be,
to date, my link with Fr. Abel. He has worked
wonders out of the talents and young people in
and around Cochin. The massive building, which
houses Kalabhavan is to me a place of artistic
pilgrimage, a hallowed place where song, dance
and drama and other forms of art flourish under
the creative direction of Fr. Abel. He tirelessly
works for the cause of "Satyam Sivam Sundaram".
Indeed, in my view, truth is beauty and beauty is
truth and both these profound virtues are geared
to the goodness and elevation of humanity. A true
Christian that Fr. Abel is, he chooses the channel
of art to transform society. His methods are
authentic and not money oriented. His troupes
travel all over the world and the message of India,
particularly of Kerala, is carried to other shores and
lands. This is aesthetic patriotism, unalloyed
commitment to the cause of human uplift.

From the days | came to know Kalabhavan,
it has grown by leaps and bounds and is an
outstanding example for young talent to blossom.
There is music both vocal and instrumental. There
are plays, which are ennobling. There are other
forms of innovation, which makes Kalabhavan the
beloved of the people. Generations of young
artists claim to be the products of Kalabhavan.
What strikes me as most significant is the blend of
beauty in life and art with the expression of the
soul in values which make for culture. | am sure
Kalabhavan will continue in the ascendant to bring
in larger numbers of young faculties and give them
the opportunity to unfold their inner being. This
process of self realisation and global humanisation
is the highest objective of any institution where
paradise is divinity and humanity blended in happy
measure. [ ]
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