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..;poREwom s

MALABAR the cradle of Chnstlamty in Indla, from remote

Apostolic times, has always been characterized by her filial
devotion towards the. Mother of God. Tradltlon has 11; that the Apostle,
St. Thomas, had an apparition of our La,dy on Malavattur Mount,
where he was" encouraged by her to preaeh the Grospel ‘to the
inhabitants of the land. Christian monuments “of antiquity un-
mistakably proclelm how deep-rooted was. devot1on to the Mother
of God in the hearts of the St. Thomas Christians: Many of their
churches that are in  existence now for over fifteen or sixteen
centuries, are dedlcated to our Blessed Lady, the Virgin Mary. The
Divine Maternity is commemorated several times daily, in the _Mass,
in the Liturgical prayers, in the public religious:functions, and in
the popular hymns and songs. The holy name of Mary was con-
stantly on the lips of the Malabarians, and her feasts were kept up
by them with all possible solemnity. There was scarcely a family
-—as even ‘niow—but proudly owned a daughter named Mariom ; and
priests added to their Christian name that of the Mother of God.
The- devotion of the “eight days’ fast,” consisting of voluntary
abstinence, fast, and unceasing prayer in ome or other of the
famous churches dedicated: 0 _eur Lady,. is peculiar to the St.
Thomas Christians of- Malaba: -This praetloe—-obsel ved particularly
by young-- women_aates as far baek as’ the 9th eentury and is
nowhere in vogue in the" Ghrlstlan ‘world exoept in Malaba,r

After the advent of the Portuguese, Western forms of Marian
devotion were introduced into Malabar, where, in the hearts of the
sons of St. Thomas, they found asoil congenial to their growth and
development. It was at this period, in 1577, we read of Pope
Gregory XIII, sending 50,000 rosaries to the St. Thomas Christians,
to augment their devotion to the Blessed Virgin. In 1585 or 1586,
Rev. Fr. Roz, S.J.,, wrote in admiration of the strenuous efforts of
the Syrian Clergy of Malabar to promulgate, by their public preach-

ing-and_teaching, the glorious. title of Mary “Mother of God ”,
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Fr, Roz was a witness of the extraordinary devotion to the Mothe
of God of the then Archdeacon of the Syro-Malabar Church, George
of Christ. He had, in 1576, built a church in honour of our Lady
of the Assumption, and had. pmcured for it prmleges from Pope
Gregory X1, through the RaJah of Cochin..

_ The Sehlsm of 16)3 dld not 1ntertere Wlth the queenly sway
Mary held in Malabar. The Papal Commissary, Mgr. Sebastiani of
the Carmehte Order, sent to stem the Schism, was. highly gratified
to find more than 5000 Catholics, in the parish of Kuravilangad
alone, wearing the. scapular of our Lady of Mt. Carme]l. The
qehlsmatles who had unhappily severed all conneetlons Wlth the
Holy Sce, could not find it in their hearts.to.turn away from the
Mother of God, as did their contemporary. sectarians of the West.

The Calmehte rule that followed, strengthened and confirmed
the ﬁhal attaehment of the Christians of Malabar to the Blessed
Vlrgm Mary. Maman devotion .in its various forms is now so
admlrably praetlsed hy. Catholic Malabar as to suggest to any one
that the Catholic religion and Marian devotion are synonymous on
the Malabar coast, so much so, that a Catholic without the scapular
‘of our Lady about his shoulders, is liable to be taken for a non-
Catholic. The word ‘“Matha™ (mother), =~ used by a Malabar
Catholic™ W1thout any quahfymg epithet, - is taken to refer to our
Lady " per- s&. You will”search in vain for a house "in ‘Catholic
Malabar, that does not possess an- altar ‘dedicated to the Divine
Mother, before which the inmates dally recite the Rosary and pay
special homage durlng the month of May. All these proclaim; how
devoted the St. Thomas Christians* were and’ are to the Mother’ of
the Word made flesh. Malabar is really ‘ Mary’s Land’; may it not
be allowed -to adopt the env1a,b1e tltle & Mary DOWGI unhappﬂy
forfe1ted elsewhele? ' : ‘

It was as it were to crown the’ Marian ciilt in the Syro-Mala-
bar Church that Providence designed the Institute of the Carmelite

_.Congregation of ‘Malabar in 1831.- The year was a propitious one,

as it witnessed the celebration of the Fourteenth Centehary. of the’
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Council of Ephesus, that crowning trlumph of -our Blessed Lady
over heresy

“This Congregation lim‘ited in its resources, has yet sig'nai'iséd
itself by promoting loyalty towards the See of St. Peter and devo-
tion towards the Mother of God, as did the Council of Ephesus in
- 431. Students of Malabar Church History are well aware that, but
for the Congregamon, the Rocosian and the Mellosun Schisms would
certainly have cut Malabar off from the vivifying Wunion with the
See of Peter. The Congregation has, from its very first beginnings,
always worked zealously to promote devotion to Mary among the
Christians of Malabar., It is no exaggeratlon to state that the
Marian devotion as it exists today in Malabar, owes a great debt
to the wuntiring -labours® of the members of the Congregation.
Conspicuous among the results of this salutary devotion has been
the erection of the Syro-Malabar Hierarchy For, His Holiness,
Pope Pius XI, now gloriously reighing, in the course of his Con-
sistorial allocution on December 21, 1923, procla,lmmg the erection
of the Hierarchy, remarked ~among other thjngs “«Id autem

omnino Postulabat.......... smgulai‘is eorufn‘dem "-‘erg"a, Beatlsmmam

Vlrgmem Manam pletas

All Malabar knows and appremates the | work effected by the,
Congregat:lon during its oentmy long ex1stence _Along domestic, -
social, educational and spiritual lines, Jai;hohc Malabar has made-

rapid progress, owing, in great part, to. the disinterested labours: of

this indigenous Carmelite Congregation. . .It is therefore, but proper,
that a short sketch of .its history  be pubhshed in book form a5 &

souvenir of its Centenary ¢elebrations during the years 1931 and

1932, sealed with a . special . blessing and. umque favours granted.

by the Holy See. The work.of drafting the sketch .was entrusted
to the Very Rev. Fr. Bartholomew of _Jesus, Prior, Chethipusha

Monastery, and to the Rev. Fr. Placid of St. Joseph, Ph.D., D.D.,

D.C.L., and carefully revised by the Very Rev. Fr. Hyacinth of
the Mother of Dolours, Prior, Mannanam Monastery, and by the
Rev. Fr. Romeo Thomas of the Immaculate Conception, M.A., L.T.

I. thelefme, on my part gladly give my approbation to.its being.

gent to the Press, “with the hope that it will prove a fitting token

www.TheCMSIndia.org

I AN



.
ISTIAN
‘I MUSICOLOGICAL
V SOCIETY OF INDIA

of thanksgiving to God Almighty, for all the graces and favours
He has bestowed on the Church and people of Malabar, through
the instrumentality of the “ Carmel in Malabar . May it also be
a medium of expressing our gratitude to all the generous bene-
factors and well-wishers of the Instltute who have centributed to

make it what it is at present: ¢ The most important Rehglous'
Congregahon of the Indlan C,hu}ch e T P T

(ol THEVATR{Ar
g Atk Apnz»r"gg

T. 0. C. D,
5‘3 j oj ‘the Eajrémage Sts_'rosepﬁ

Prior General,
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INTRODUCTION = ==

L. 1. “The kmgdom of heaven said Our ]ix_,dljd, “is like

to a grain of
‘mustard - seed
which a man
took andsowed
in his field.
Which is the
least indeed of
all seeds: but
when it s
grown up, it is
greater than
all herbs - and
becometh a
tree, so that
the birds of
the air come
and dwell

the branches
thereof”
(Matt. xiii. 31,
32). Thispara-
ble which was
also a prophe-
cy, was surely
meant to ap-
ply primarily
‘to the king-
dom of God

His Eminence, Cardinal Sincero, Secretary of the S. Congregatlon
for the Oriental Church.

upon earth, the Church. It prefigured also the Church’s various insti-
tutions having as their aim the salvation and the sanctification

of souls, among which, Religious Orders and Congregations hold
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PHE CARMELITE CONGREGATION OF MALABAR
a conspicuous - place. .-Their history will tell.-us how humble
their origin was, how _slowly they. grew, what fruits they have
borne. The Carmelite Congregation of -Malabar, the history of
which we propose to sketch in this brochure, cannot indeed in any
way compare witf: w8 fi Church, “whit

"8%3

Religious .Congreg
others became e
“The finger of
has justified its ¢
to judge. We m
of men and even
review of -them

2. The Religi
Malabar Rite.

fer-tai‘lize*d'f ‘-by A

II 1 Befor
tp say_ a_ few W
whnch the Oarm_. g ion ' e
. -2%.. Both history and trad1t1on testlfy tha.t St Thomas one of
the twelve Apostles of Our Lord, evangehzed South India and left
thel_:_e ‘a llyln!.‘legacy:;_m the persons of the: Syrian QhI‘lStlanS known
always in history as *The St. Thomas Christians.” Tradition. has
it that from the wvery beglnnmg they used the Hast Syrlan or
Syra—Ohaldalc BitBur v . o ¢ o o cfashemr may it e s

e
www.TheCMSIndia.org
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3...In the 16th century, the West ¢coast of -India: c—ame»-under
Portuguese influence:. The Portuguese started active missionary work.
The ng of Portugal was granted  -by-. the Holy See’ the right of

o he b o ., ~Patronage

(Padroado)
- :over the new
missions.: * In
1534, a  Bi-
sHopric - “was
edtablished at
Goa. In 1558,
it was- raised
- to 'an- Arch-
* bishopric, and
a - suffragan
See was esta-
> Blished -~ "in
+Cochin. - ‘The
.Syrian Christ-
ians attracted
the -attention
of .the - Portu--
i . guese,. and
they felt. the
influence: = of .
the Padroade;
- In 1599, Mgr.
Alexis de
‘Me nevze:s,
Archbishop of
Goa, at a

H1s Excellency, Mgr. E. Mooney, Delegate Apostohc of the East Indles “ Synod held at

¢ 1926—1931 : -Diamper,

brought them undel the Padroado and “Latin rule. The Syrian See of
Angamaly was placed under & Latin Bishop of Portuguese nationa-
lity, fand it  was transferred to Cranganore in- 1605. . ~ This
nhnnge“occasmned, dlssatlsfactlon among. the Syrlans In -1653, it

3
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culminated in-a great sch1sm in the ttll then-und‘lwded ©hurch of
Malabar. : S : : g

4, Those Syrlans who were. ‘not 1nvolved in " the so‘msm sent ‘a
pet1t10 .to ‘the Holy See At thelr _ request, Itahan Carmehte
Mlsswnanes were qent to Malabar in 1656 Some mﬂuentlal
members of the:Byrian: Cle 0-0p!
the m1ss1on )

n
h-
ans
e
‘fer

5 Whe ‘_:,,aat

th! end.of 4 ilso

Ans

the

wen

; d-

a

-

«in 1861 and ‘ths“Metosian" SohTs Th 1874 'Mdvb&'v“"by?%he Pépeated

petitions of the- Syrlans, the Holy ' See -determined to. grant :them
indigenous rule: --Ag-a first step, the:- Holy See in’ 1887 wﬁ;hdrew & :

the Syrlans from the- jurisdicfion of !

www.TheCI\/IéIndia.org-_,_._m
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placed- them-under two new Ruropean- Vicars -Apostolic. :In 1896,
_three indigenous Syrians were consecrated Vicars Apostolic. Finally,
in 1923, the Holy See established the Syro- Malabar erramhy with
the Archblshop of Ernakulam as Metropohtan ‘and’ the Blshops of
Changanacherrv, Tnchur, and Kottayam as suffragans The" Syro-

Malabar
“Rite is a
modlﬁed
form o'f
the ancl-
& ent East—
8 y rian
bf’ Syro-
Chaldalc
R1te

'7 The
.s-eh is-
.ma tie
Syrians
> Who.were
eut off
.from: “the
“Mother
. Chur¢hin
1653, fell
. into the
) acoblte
’ heresy 111
 _1665
. course . of
time they
~adopted
" the West
r— ' P S yrian
'His Excellency, Mgr. L..P: Kierkels G. P., the'present Delegate Apostolic.: Rite..  of
‘Antioch - 11qed~bgp—the~Jaco’b1tes -—This~Rite permits’ Arabic.transla-

tions -fgr -certain - prayers-. and Ru_bncs.. -Among the  .Malabar

o
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~ Jacobites, Malayalam took-the place of -Arabic.. -Protestant Mis-
sions followed in the wake of Jacobitism; they made .converts
chiefly from: the depressed classes. -Several attempts at reunion ‘were
méde The one set on foot by the Bethany Movement deserves the
pralse and .esteem of all... Mar Tvanios, Archbishop of Bethany; and
his suffragan, Mar Theophllos of Tlruvalla were recewed into". the

novelty.. Ossorius in the 16th century wrote fthus about them:i—
“There are among them sodalities of monks and communities of
sacred vugms, who, however hve in_ remote. dwellings: Chas,t_lty
is observed by them with the utmost zeal. They derive this custom
‘from the time of St. Thoma,s * (Raulin). There was a monastery
and a church of stnkmg d1mens10ns at Mylapoxe near the tomb of
St. Thomas, wh1ther many of the St. Thomas hrls_tlan_s reso_rted to
spend their lives in prayer and contempla,tlon Like @hé Chaldean
monks they must have been. following the ancient Rule of St.
_ Antony: - The Chaldean bishops who came to Malabar .in' 1504 make
mention of this monastery in their letter to the Chaldean Patriarch
of Babylon. On the:following passage in that letter of the bishops,

SOCIETY OF INDIA

“_some -ehristians—havebegun ~to inhabit the ~house (Dair) of St.

6.
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Thomas the Apostle,”” the Reév: Fr. H. Hosten, $.J. makes the
following comment: —* The Syrian bishops  of 1504 would apply to
it- the expression used by “Amr (c. A.'D. 1340); and~ the. Dair Thuma
of - Yakut and the poet. Marrar al:Fak‘asi- might ~bé Yonan's
‘monastery. of St. Thomas in India, near’(or below) the Black Island

The Very Rev. Er, General of.the Carmelite Congregation of Malabar with-hi§ Counciliors.«

(before 363 A D.) whicl ~we thmk should - be 1dent1ﬁed with the
mionastery arid church of great size and magmﬁcence “visited by_"
Theodore, before A..D. 593-594 at the place in Ind1a where St
Thomas’ body was first buried (i.e. Mylapore) ..... Mar Yonan’s
monastery (before 363 A. D) was near the town of Milon, whmhf
we identify with ¢ Amr’s Meilan, i.e. Mayﬂa -pur (peacock town)
(Kerala ‘%oclety Papers Seﬂes B . 243) '

2. Thus we ﬁnd that the Oarmehte Congregatlon of Malabar
is. but a revival, ir modern. times, of religious life among the St.
_Thomas Christians.—-The.-Malankara Syrian Church too has Religious
Institutions known as the Bethany Brotherhood and Bethany Sister-

(]
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