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THE MARRIAGE CUSTOMS AND SONGS OF THE
SYRIAN CHRISTIANS OF MALABAR

BY
P. J. THOMAS, M.A., B.LITT., D.PHIL.

Synopsis

In fimes gone by, marriage was an elaborate ceremony
among the Syrian Christians (Nazrani Mappalas) of Malabar,
and numerous rites had to be performed with the accompaniment
of songs and dances. The festivities lasted many days and gave
free play to the artistic sense of the people. Some of the

~rites can be traced to ancient Malabar customs and others
are definitely of Syrian (or Mesopotamian) origin. This is no
wonder, seeing that this ancient community is the result of a
racial mixture between the Malayali converts (believed to be
of the Apostle Thomas) with the Syrian.colonists who settled
in the country for trade between the 4th and 9th centuries A.D.

The following account in Malayalam contains -a brief
description of the ceremonies, with quotations from the ancient
songs used in connection with them. The ceremonies await
the analysis of sociologists and ethnographers ; and the songs and
dances deserve to be carefully analysed by scholars versed in
ancient Malayalam and Tamil. The present writer collected
these songs twenty years ago when he was a College student,
and & work written on the subject by him before 1920 was
published recently under the title ‘The Christian Literature
of Kerala.’

Many of the customs described above have lately gone
out of vogue. They are obviously unsuited to the new social
and economic environment, and will soon be forgotten. It is
therefore necessary to record them at this juncture. The
customs of other communities are also in the same plight, and
hence the urgent need for ethnological and sociological studies in
Southern India.

‘ it .
ledoiva . 81447

www. TheCMSIndia.org

C HR\I STIAN
%%Slfa(fglé(%(f&%ﬁ MARGGAM — Digital Library of Christianity in India

WWw.Imargoain.coimn




CHRISTIAN
MUSICOLOGICAL
SOCIETY OF INDIA

208 MEIsMIe:a os allaians 21006138 0

@O VO/MIML20WY o.JO%:B:BQ_O

al, 982, CMIBM, go- -, . eilod -, arl. adlad.

@qg_gmcmossmosgwmem Gang omiele © GaiRc
QI GIeM MRS QY@ egI1g,208emegi. Glaygaileto
a0TENE WO Ué'lag(cég’?m)mom’}mb a8 oW 291 G229
@eMm @ﬂm&oeoéo 52-0206n81588 G&08 OO ainom Mo my
@) goelow Gasy p@sglaioeg oflel smmases 209
oihlad Gedmoe @RENT o IPMININS)R,;,20W agefag)e.
a3l aaGey aoe1@sgle 0w milSlws, earveg joeomoglws
goelw Slésaglabmilie &z01sEmlmowl  ofley @"#mg;’l@
rUZansesds a&oge@ee@\&, 05921 agM| uoei@eg)ed &31GwA
PREEZES T 25@0@15«@" £0D MENZ QI0UREBS o S210M0eNzoQ
@6’ ey Slaon] @ﬂm& 205 &3 *ag)(TTR0 ‘m@asm'lgog_:ﬂ
£293° agiMeo GoiMmss cm%m@assyoﬂa MR o Tm elssn
Gomopo WINEBle €OV SSOWIENG.  OSLIOTIN QISEe0
ma:oge@*s%éro’]m amasgss cunsi@sglenem” ool @oulls
@smnnge @wWlamileama’.  aggisoelo Qmed 2ilal o GEyen
2100@Bge MSaSlégo QErgu2oe™ rtﬂrcﬂeaa%o §0 @ SE€26N20
@R, Gans MIBsHRIGIGNIa 2021 0 G@ 016008
Wego @oalER m"!e»'\:g’l%mfé’- @OQIWEOS a1ggleso0 D92
@eg o, 0802f), Qssnogd, eOescad, ©2MIAGEO) Yuelw
OBV B EBB S  ICYE EamWldd  2enzowaiwoen’.
QCOaYnb @Iy alag O @EPWAMEWBEC Pop SWOS §OS
@lab 2dee{l@aisl. 26M30036Q0  @PUMMOS (NUIZagO2190
@BNoER0 @VAISHIUIREBN.ES0 &8 6Mo @geQo O2OYEIRJe a2
mmuoei@eglaje a RImMNI2IoNmEke EOMR @ IeN ofles2flslel.

www. TheCMSIndia.org

CHRISTIAN WWW.marggam.com

MUSICOLOGICAL

SOCIETY OF INDIA MARGGAM - Digital Library of Christianity in India




CHRISTIAN
MUSICOLOGICAL
SOCIETY OF INDIA

=

M o jmesammmlsar aloo D& ISAR
@REMRAG TP MDD o JRARRID
@0.2121200 HHIFYR SaigRlEM HMmeng
&:mp) a) @eomaes] Sadlamog e

2 jornb aim @ selw lob m’l@nag:meug
amad ollglanae] gevete symsmao
SmeizaneIzomISey me)slulwcley
aalomlo) atomilesigmadessaiss)
DOS IO 0E alS oTh oﬂmamoamg
DSOSz IImIse M candeeveiae

“Gotnel s3I’ agem a195)ede 500 H00Q98 ailoamemeseg eng’.
palme adlaionie og@maidsd) e
ajoatbaione 2124 caRe IS I0scmIes

DOS IMaIMHLIIN S alSowh oﬂm:mommg
Sugensgen] miog @3 ol oigleiy -

2. alla10a0aidlalds); @Do.eAlMo..

gbaceimeglod moallmb asowoem dlaimuce &GNz mienyo
emileg ©5 &23,96meBBle OBl @MRES: aleng mOWOES
WS MLOWINEM20W] &eyoemo mseMlmang’.  wrdlgogp
@Gom  rucsNlego  &Gosnissomso 2)OTS) ) g Go- »ailwop
aaUHEGIMDe 29emIme gmut@) airmeils g2 agow]
Wwomundme  godlsse.  es0ElGach Gaoslgeng aildy
Galsmo 2sma0g b sodlseod. @GN G OO LUSEHE L@ -
Basalem@oee’.  srwlecywmmowmoens’ Basdlem esogee
Mg, @@ &£160 2IMMe2I0TE ag(fn e WIME® MmSsso.
(mnes)nrﬁ Bleaagab ‘@t 219010’ ag)MRo 10@QENE) 21MT0
290DMND s0les s50s00 @pem.  @omigab, aflg ssom
1wt (g96emM0a150T]  agemmals CoiMa&ge &SRNGS -
“ a1l ol 2082 98 <o il meaudlenw 20008 ag®mg1oo
Gaueme allg s6lomeiw e @oISmRoe myremI12og il 2060
CeGenIowim paigat:  (a1flGmy cadleag) ” aswaid agom
r&mc?) “a x@naIdl 2068 965 GoloBlsaR—oaio 210
oot &OCImOmes” agar gom @908 0 exEant rue
ﬁgﬁmog@moe’]mmo- @@ e oGuasao SO0 OWSTD SR

www. TheCMSIndia.org

S o WWW.marggam.com
CHR\IST\TAN
MUSICOLOGICAL MARGGAM - Digital Library of Christianity in India




CHRISTIAN
MUSICOLOGICAL
SOCIETY OF INDIA

7

o
mamemex?s_fﬂg.l)og .

(®2@0 2:0)@aceMm socilen) &nday. ©H22106m YOS
muanage @@@mIme eaglawse.  allel @IWEek. 29@°
goalles (sm:é,sacm.)

EDEOTE MIwm 2eIHWDSES EMISs Mo
a0a1 EME@ogoENS 28180
comaa@@allgamge 21l mlah
aPZRl0S0BaIInel OIEaEmm 2IRE®
Eosmlc ©9282185{108) ERERSMo DGR )
aseenamilelpisor S0emo eMasled
e acgsisend)acdl@aice
@pgier mimeamyaaeE] ammls
QIS A0 SHD 9B BRI DSETE b 2o
a0gliamn@Isg Mo H&ISTBEalTh
@omMaD &rl2od 2owaljo QlaPaItd
aallel oseaismilasong satodlewss e
SHQYINEI @Yo a0 N2 Sa@EMo
a0&giSe oo SeimlQan eazelssall
Soelomd MSam SMIGan SIRamo
Smmeale @rmlo Sassm) Yo eazelosmil
Ened) 6em 2gR SaImInTRI@ &m0
o0egSo oo SalsdQar aaeaissmil
@pmmad Mmiemlaalglasiem :eeme
@m)egailee2amigla) MSg Do
aoeaeiloganae ailvoim @scemo
eozenemlwls ey Gpab @F290ES
B @ esrsomzalsallanleog allee2se
agEmMeEse MO HSISSEMo M IWED
(25229))
afle anflgailoseeimy mambo Mlozsmsealne
oszeivenll msaile@se oiloailemsSRoge
alaizam] oazens g f0sed ajaiplaise
amm alleE2d QimmEsElamZgamlaurss®2aloe
QYSE 692e1 falI@ES® Hazaemil

e2Rleml1I0a) @ETh2ud U@ATMEa0B@IPI20®
2

www. TheCMSIndia.org

Y A

CHRISTIAN
MUSICOLOGICAL
SOCIETY OF INDIA

Www.Imarggaim.coim

MARGGAM - Digital Library of Christianity in India



CHRISTIAN
MUSICOLOGICAL
SOCIETY OF INDIA

8

&N Holfito FmdalisPide SHIMIessI C0uE)2e0
2ogmegge m&e]aga eadelmes: cmadlame
20@20TE SOUVITDOL EddhglMmess ¢mogleind
ey2eagzwsslallon @ vomo namalls).
eneeizenilaane eag zeadlallam 2maiogeb
oszanailzems cag ewmslallear esmaisd)

HmmeailetBde@hor s uswImid, Moy sem

(Qrﬂ on2el0eml WIS  a1yofle2ggwilc 20@agy c;a;rog'
omilaoh adlngseg es oswlab@ameo (MSJE8 @osTNL)

mwtﬁ]mwsa S0,

ameond Sleaaglc emownop moallesl 2emauog emo
001@BYe  Slome 2QUEESIQe 8 EOBeje 2000MM o
@ellwele 2J®g URIW o121acoR@Ege ag5e]leynecens
219810 Garos axdlatolmae. ailel Blacasg o a0 5)Gean
caqels 95&351weM GBS, @vwailelog 2IBl@ e owo
)88 BMoawIah edlailes 27, Bl8nde-

@] alog’.
2009® QPSE@and 2000m Gresdldlenn
2'hlan) MaNEmgIRe @3B0 IMENLMInd
EREMIBID NPUAEGS] 220 GNS MG _
G500 BQDHNE MBI MBS leslad
axmmileh 20emlayzte 20bE@oa0MIMEREMand
MInsIEidmlm ajds @M 6 .aRYINN0
@M I0EENEMIeTE 2MHBPaNg {9280
esotemo mrgleoie eemiland anilssone

 LHEMQUIMI0 0 RAMIV 20D W a0 OMenymand.
(zgzocﬂ)

eodG@Icamomanymar eoslamilsldlgiom
amwiged] dlagme oo

D samlowonss allglgilajeaameng
eagaclnea mlmenaon

23g500e ajee &QEIMASIMg

curzaaTa MMes) aMe D HAITIELIM:

www. TheCMSIndia.org

Www.Imargeaim.com

(:HqugIAN
SIC SIC o e .
é%ucfg(wgp(&pﬁ MARGGAM - Digital Library of Christianity in India




CHRISTIAN
MUSICOLOGICAL
SOCIETY OF INDIA

28

am Gusnd awleilacto Gmenwsz eomf @ onSzyembo
GRa0TD aIFlegMe 298 M 1D OagTilagR0ens .

23AC@IFAICo ZLIHHO HH2E]BEHLIPMER )

ZNOmOS @Imm! 2eiwlca.alan

mam ISy OlRealy Mg 0100 BIS?

eezsmmag%ée Galodalond Qiw)eaSH

@aid] Qe ©523e1 agae CAISH aloaSER

ol meam)ezaiamican alogw]

21292108 M) HHSQIN2AWO @D 40N STBITD S

@mied erbosen o aﬂsm@mﬂg

Gcownh memo Ssismmic calswrd mamo mn@,gtﬂ

22 wINS awYPmEeSlssdlascmeo

@nallesme acle o9& cellowgcnl H26wy

@REIa0IM IR MEE adlesle) saah

alaslg10gdab. _
S2306MOQXTVREER 1@ 0 1PQ o198 16 OS MU ajoem
@Bl S:0)lesom uo§a%o a1959QeNz0W MM, @ n._lﬂ%ﬂ:@jmﬁ
alel®o a JOOmMEIBZINEMMM @240 2101 0 alleiGw
NwaigSlwoen’.  @ea aigglate aemlQIM@ITE Wm
(rLAnIWo 2 MIBEHFMIIBAB10GIQo 0188 atemleg]l
efla  &soeusmoamajodlge wymyoallseameng. Gang
OIS a@OOQYe AJPIMMAIY oBPalifsl Sde, O&HOFEEEID,
a0e1yd, 980840, M51eMo, GE08HAMEle, 210@@ agiarilay
W06’ £0m BEAI0EIWEENs MLntail 210 Go229 (Flant @acm
W @OmMMMoem’ o 100s6Qee alleomve.  agMoed sl
O® ruceIMul2lgs a0gade @omo Gede odal00mrlailal.
aeMa12INIg afom  ajoomm Gaueailesmomleyiengls G0
o, HESODMOD  agiamy) 02981862 2051298 0195 H8E5Yo
@D 0oEIASEBYA9 (@0 MIOP 23,1860,
E»0g®o 21ll® alzgdlowe 100w es aldg:—

sSlanmilemoqn 220 o.a@jh

@Qi6Mo (M0l MN@ZNSaan CRIISD

B2 TD DRI IE2WRE0]

s aleIessmbmislc ausailewqo

aacdal oziflee® dunimesle

www. TheCMSIndia.org

By, ol WWW.Mmarggam.com

MUSICOLOGICAL .. . T T .
SOCIETY OF INDIA MARGGAM — Digital Library of Christianity in India




- g
CHRISTIAN
MUSICOLOGICAL
SOCIETY OF INDIA

29

eﬂae@og:gﬁamaso @00 b
ol@Emd 2mamo E&ISLED
Sovmailnmeg eaaiaies].

&SOO8 1o95lemo  arsteaie Mony Galéacrm,

& @QRlgMIRSMYED malh
memilmem Omisind Bmion &6 @aB
mosag Slaslallsmerdgs)
MRRINENED alOETDINO
SHoaQ) al28) SSCRTTIc
S@R0® Oalgl@ImoEs]
MINS5RMY ms:ﬂeo@ﬂé\d
MG 2MHME.2100 &HMg
@SSk SalombaleMe ®ogalal

ERMERINS ([2)0& ISTBANIN0,”

£EBOM AWEIA06M MNYeMleges  ailaioGaoommay
EBOMO 215@Fade. @U@ a12IDo @PYMISRodsE @al)
$900® QIBMNQ o. 83 QIO BINDEBY @O &92107D
2B lseng Slgens.  Hlallmacwee gy aman
80210 Mosjo @l BlAIMVo  B2YEMe @PERRIElEs
MDD ©270u520Q oileld &MTICWEN%. 0 IPW @IS
QELILY M@0 6 &06MgBa 10800 g0 aflenagoansmmegg 80Do
emocrd oj]crgr{ﬂeemﬂ%. ag)0MOTh @BWMS 1) ORDT @b
mea2 Eowlaclsam 2l QEO9ey,b BM@BY,  ©EEBZ OS
AJOOMMAID (Ve 0210REENS. o e IdTlessenNg Gaids M
@lod 2oysmonIlomamE@Itisamm.  grammenmdId)
e0Bg; MNYremIeg esallasandsaloPa@sglad (Iogag)Ueomy
598° WMV a2l O@IEEEY eeomieflmasgememmo
MONONINNIIZ0W 0195 S86 0 1PQal BJNVS1QTTINMO 20@) e,
8966MMRe 0 dq1210 YGONVAASMOTTREE (rLoaleslah @oal
eeallel@munsre @oadlsammaamzame Gamh ailaim) e
080eng agla10&0as)eh oo S@odumowi.

www. TheCMSIndia.org

B i, 2t

CHRISTIAN
MUSICOLOGICAL
SOCIETY OF INDIA

WWw.margeaimn.Ccomn

MARGGAM - Digital Library of Christianity in India




WWW.marggam.com

Digital Library of Christianity in India

CHRISTIAN
MUSICOLOGICAL
SOCIETY orf INDIA

www. TheCMSIndia.org

An international forum for interdisciplinary discussion, and dissemination of
knowledge, on the music, art and dance of about thirty million Christians in
India.

Support Our Ongoing Projects

® Marggam, Digital Library of Christianity in India.
e Aramaic Project - Reclaim Syriac to Reaffirm Identity.
¢ Encyclopaedia of Syriac Chants.
® Resources for Researchers.
¢ Directory of Christian Songs.
® Music Iconography.
e Christian Art.

Christian Musicological Society of India, Josef Ross, Ist Floor, Peter’s Enclave, Opp.Kairali Apts, Panampilly Nagar, Kochi,
Kerala, India-682036, Phone: +91 9496244981, +91 9446514981, Email - info@thecmsindia.org




